As the study of cultural-rhetorical practices in the field of rhetoric and composition grows in a post-Comparative Rhetoric era, scholars are beginning to uncover the distinct rhetorical traditions of various communities without resorting to the deficiency model often produced in comparative work. Scholars such as Malea Powell, Damián Baca, LuMing Mao, and Kermit Campbell, in particular, model various ways in which to recover ancient rhetorical-cultural practices that are not rooted in Greco-Latin traditions. In "Studying the Chinese Rhetorical Tradition in the present" (2007), for instance, Mao demonstrates how we can "re-present" ancient rhetorical traditions by "both anchoring 
As the study of cultural-rhetorical practices in the field of rhetoric and composition grows in a post-Comparative Rhetoric era, scholars are beginning to uncover the distinct rhetorical traditions of various communities without resorting to the deficiency model often produced in comparative work. Scholars such as Malea Powell, Damián Baca, LuMing Mao, and Kermit Campbell, in particular, model various ways in which to recover ancient rhetorical-cultural practices that are not rooted in Greco-Latin traditions. In "Studying the Chinese Rhetorical Tradition in the present" (2007), for instance, Mao demonstrates how we can "re-present" ancient rhetorical traditions by "both anchoring it in its own context and its own terms [my emphasis]."
1 Studying cultural practices of Pre-Columbian societies on their own terms is a tempting methodology for uncovering the unique rhetorical traditions of Latin American ancient societies-rhetorical traditions which need and deserve to be theorized from a rhetorical perspective, yet up until now have largely gone unacknowledged in our field. However, many of these ancient rhetorical practices are nonverbal and have literally been buried in the sand since the beginning of the Common Era. In addition, as of date no verbal accounts recorded by many Pre-Columbian ancient societies have ever been recovered; thus we are often forced to rely on cultural symbols transcribed onto material artifacts to uncover their rhetorical traditions. Under such circumstances, the methodological application of studying Pre-Columbian rhetorical traditions on their own terms becomes especially challenging.
In his own work, Mao acknowledges the complexities of studying any ancient culture on its own terms. As Mao explains, while we can certainly try to situate ourselves in the context of the "other" and study their rhetorical practices on their own terms all the time, we cannot literally do so because our present location always impacts how knowledge is both produced and consumed.
2 Moreover, we are far removed from some rhetorical practices in terms of time that we cannot possibly 100 percent accurately represent the Other's point of view. This latter point is especially important to acknowledge; when any researcher begins to study the rhetorical practices of an ancient and/or Other culture, the researcher enters a complex, hierarchical relationship between him or herself and the researched. This relationship is particularly complex when archaeology and history are involved; as Gerald Vizenor, Edward Said, and others remind us, archaeology and history, as part of Western social science, have been part of the longstanding occidental project responsible for erasing and distorting the traditions and lives of other cultures. Therefore, even as we attempt to recover an ancient society's rhetorical traditions on their own terms, we must be cautious about representing ancient rhetorical traditions that we "dig up" from the past. As part of the European and U.S. academic project, we cannot escape this risk of perpetuating an Orientalist logic that has historically and continually plagues contemporary scholarship.
In their studies of Chinese rhetorics, both Mao and Xing Lu demonstrate how Chinese terms embedded in ancient Chinese discourse can be useful in describing ancient Chinese rhetorical traditions while avoiding an Orientalist logic. Mao advocates for continuing to explore how embedded terms within ancient discourse "inf luenced and affected the
